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SHASON, Drought remains unrelieved in the Western Division and the Riverina, 
and all inland areas have been practically rainless over the last three to four 


weeks, Along the coastal belt adequate to heavy rain has fallen in each week 
in April. 


WOOL. A general resumption of shearing is reported but progress 1s 
handicapped by a shortage of labour, and arrivals of autumn shorn wool are 

not as large as usual, Commonwoalth authorities estimate drought losses of sheep 

at 20 million in Australia, Ata reeent date wool, reecived in 1944™45 was 14 per - 

cent, less in Australia and 15 per cent. less in N.S,W. than in the corresponding 

period of 1943-44, It is estimated that fron five to six million sheep have 

been lost by drought in N.S.We, and losses are continuing, 


Some data bearing upon world production of wool and the situation as rc gards 
wool supplies and consumption in the United States has been published by the 
International Wool Seerctariat, Wor demands for meat and on assured market 
for Dominion and U»S.ie wools have resulted in 2 significant inerease in wool 
production, but due to adverse seasons in Australia and South imerioa production 
will deerease in 1944445, 


WOOL PRODUCTION IN PRINCIP/L PRODUCING COUNTRIES, 
Particulars Australia Argentim U.S.i, New South Uru~ Other World 
Zealand africa guay Countries Total ~ 


Million lbs. (Greasy). 
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Production Av,1954=5 to 


1938-39 995 3578 4352 299 250 111 1,134 by 599 
eee ee oe 4 000 
g Unofficial Estimate, (International Wool Sceretariat) 


The following statement shows that prior to the war consumption of wool in 
the United States varied greatly as between years, but showed little tendency 
to increase. 


UeSe4. CONSUMPTION AND IMPORTS OF RAW WOOL. 


1935 1937 1938 


Particulars 1928 1932 
Million lbs. (Greasy). 


Consumption 650 498 855 677 567 
Imports 240 56 200 522 103 


Wartime consumption of domestic and imported wool in the United States has 
exceeded 1,000,000 lbs pers The U.S. Stock pile of foreign wool had been deoreased 
by auctioning in U.Sei. fram a peak of 342 m,lbs. to about 80 m. lbs, at Jan. 50, 


1945. 


At the cnd of 1944 the Commodity Credit Corporation held 343 m.lbs. of 
domestie wool. The Government will purchase the 1945 clip at prices about the 
same as those paid in 1944, <Aymy requirements indicate the use in Jon,-June, 
1945 of from 300 to 400 m lbs» of domestic wool, and it is possible demands in 
July~Dec., may be on a similar scale. 


Prewar per capita consumption in the United States averaged about 4.5 lbs, 
(greasy) compared with over 9 lbs, (greasy) in the United Kingdom. Tho United 
States Tariff Commission considers it possible that postwar consumption of wool 
may rise about 25 per cent. above the pre-war level, U.S. wool production costs 
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are high, necessitating protection by tariff (at the rate of 34 cents. clean 
content), Latterly sheep numbers have tended to decline, but whether this trend 
will continue must depend in darge degree upon post-war policy as regards 
protection of the domestic wool industry. It may be expected that if UsSeliy 
consumption inareases to the extent thought possible, American post-war imports 
of wool will show a substantial increase, 


WHEAT, fn increase of fram 20 to 40 per cent. in the arca sown to wheat in 
N.S.We is thought likely by the Dept. of &ericulture, Inercases of fron 
50 to 40 per cent. in the north and north-west and fron 20 to 25 per cent, in 
central districts are expected, but sowings in the south arc uncertain, and an 
increase in area there is dependent upon substantial rains in the next few weoks. 
4 considerable area has been sow in the Riverina in dry or only slightly moist 
seedbeds. Shortage of sced is limiting the orca put under cats. 


Rationing of wheat and wheat offals (as well as of fodder generally) is 
being applied to cke out supplies. Wheat for priority (pigs, poultry and 
dairying) industrios allotted for April was 275,000 buse a week; 220,000 buse a 
week will be available in May, and for June and subsequent months it is hoped to 
provide about 200,000 bus. a weck. Supplies to poultry keepers are being cut to 
50 per cent. of last year's usage. 


DILIRYING INDUSTRY, Production of butter is declining and stocks in cold 
stores are being draym upon in N.S. Cheese from other 
States is being used (as for some time past) to augment local supplies. 


Good rains resulted in an increased flow of milk in the Sydney and Newcastle 
zones and from dpril 27, 1945 householders were permitted six-sevenths in place 
of four-fifths of usual supply. 


GENERAL. Potatoes. In N.S.W. the area of main arop potatoes contracted to 
| be growmm this season is 25,335 acres, compared with 22,036 acres in 
194344 and 16,088 in 1942-43, 


Maize. The NeS.W. 1944—45 maize harvest is estimated at about 


24 me bus. = lowest for many years. The average for the seasons 1937841 was 
bed Me bus. 


Meat. 4s from May 7, 1945 the adult ration of meat is to be reduced 
by one-eighth, and commercial users (makers of sausages, Cte.) and hotels, enfes, 
otc. have had supplies of meat cut by one-quarter, The reduction results fron 
declining meat production (due to drought) and the imperative need to mintain 
supplies for Britain and the armed forces, Australian production may not reach 
900,000 tons this year unless an early change in seasonal cutlook occurs. In 

1944 about 1,035,000 tons of meat were produced. The revised ration is expected 
to reduce fustralian consumption by from 50,000 to 60,000 tons a yenre 
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PAR? TE FINANCE AND TRADE. 


GENERAL. The United Nations Conference on International Organisation 

j opened in San Francisco on April 25, 1945, The Australian delegation 
is led by the Deputy Prime Minister (ifr. F.M. Forde) and the Minister for 
External Affairs (Dre H.eVe Evatt). 


australian Reverse Lend-Lease to the United States to Fob. 28, 1945 
amounted to £4237,8 m. 


_ dhe Income Tax Assessment Bill, 1945 makes only minor changes, 
principal of which are the raising of cxemption from tax for persons with 
dependents from £102 to £156, inclusion of optical as medical cxpenses, and 
deductions from taxable income of £40 or £20 (according to degree of remote~ 
ness) for persons in remote areas. 


Real Estate. The High Court has ruled that the requirement of bond 
purchases as a condition to approval of real estate transfers is in excess of 
the Commonwealth Treasurer's powers. 


fhe Third Victory Loan of £100 m., subscriptions to vhich vere received up to 
April 28, 1945 has beon oversubseribed. 


N.S.We GOVERNMENT For March, 1945 the combined accounts showed decreases 
ACCOUNTS. in revenue of £366,000 and in expenditure of £828,000 


compared with March 1944, 


Special arrangements for the redemption of £3.84 m. of Treasury bills 
(vide BS.1945/2h, po4) affect comparisons of the accounts for 1943-44 and 
1944-45, In this connection this year's receipts include £3.25 m fron 
business undertakings, and expenditure the payment of £3.84 m. to the 
Commonwealth. «nother special item was the recoipt of £639,000 in respect 
of the transfer of Garden Island to the Commonwealth. 


In the nine months of this financial year payments from Consolidated 
Revenue Fund exceeded reccipts by £7.37 me compared with oan excess of 
paynents of £8.28 m. in July=Mar., 1943-44, Business undertakings, Ctc. 
operated less favourably, the excess of revenue over cxpenditure ee 
including interest, cxchange and sinking fund) for the nine months having 
decreased from £7.20 m in 1943—44 to £6,84 m this year. In the aggregate 
the results were £542,000 more favourable than in the nine months ended of 
1943—44. 
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Of the business undertaldngs Sydney Harbour alone showed an improved result 
(+£92, 000) compared with inst financial year. There was a greater foll in 
revenue then in expenditure on the railways and a preater increase in exponditure 
than in revonue of tramways and aanibuses. Road Transport and Traffic and Moin 
Roads accounts werc £188,000 and £18,000 less favourable than as at March, 1944. 


NEW SOUTH WLES GOVERNMENT /.CCcOUNTS, 


MNine months cnded March, 


1a ee een eran nen peers pe 


Inerease (+) 
or 
Decrease (~) 


Accounts. 


£000 £000 £000 
Revenue = Consolidated Fund 20, 163 24, 679 +) 4,516 
é Business Undertakings 52, 462 29,976 ~) 2,436 
Main Roads 1, 925 2, 009 + 84. 
Total 54, 550 56, 664. (+) 2,114 
Expenditure ~ Consolidated Fund 28, 442 52, 053 +) 3,611 
g Business Undertakings 25,262 25,121 =) 25 144. 
Main Roads 1, 923 2, 025 + 102 
Total : 55} 627 | 57,199 (+) 4,572 
Excess of Expenditure i) 3y077 535 (~) 542 


| 


g Railways, Tramways ond "Buses, Road Transport and Troffie Fund, and 
sydrey Harbour. 


NOTE ISSUE. In the first quarter of this year notes in the hands of the public 
decreased by £15.9 m compared with an inervase of £1142 m. in the corresponding 
period of 1944, With the return of notes after Easter the amount held fell to 
£169 m. at april 16. From Octcber, 1944, to March, 1945 therc was a dcorease of 
£11.24 me, whereas in the corresponding poriod of 1943-44 notes in the hands of the 
public increased by £21.48 me 


There has been some dishoarding and it is probable that there has been a 
substantial return of notes held by Allied servicemen no longer requiring 
Australian currency, 


AUSTRALIAN NOTES HELD BY PUBLIC 
(£& millions) 


Septe 1939 3705 1943 Dece 150.0 1944 Dec. 18722 


1944 57.8 1944 Jane 14848 1945 Jane ie 
1944 184.9 Mer, 164.2 | Mor, 17443 
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An announcement that the Government was considering the recall of notes of 
large denominations as a mensure toward comb ting black mrketing caused a very 
considerable inflow of notes of denominations of £10 or mcre. Between December 
1944 and the end of March 1945 £5 notes decreased by £3,4 m, £10 nctes by £11.2 me, 
£50 notes by £1.2 m and £100 notes by £1.5m, Notes of £10 or more decreased 
from £54.8 m. to £43:3 m, or by 21 per cent. whilst those of £1 denomination 
inereased by £4e1m Details are shown below (Comparable data over the war 
period appeared in BS 1945/2B at p.4.) 
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1944-42 
1942-43 
1943-44 
1944—4.5 
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1944-42 
1942-43 
1945=44 
1944_45 
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AUSTRALIAN NOTES ISSUED {ND NOT RDEMMSD BY DENOMIN. TIONS. 


January 1945 | February, 1945 March, 1945 
Dus vines kasi 2 ate at tlle Manali aia OR eit 
Value | Pro» | Value | Prov Value | Pro» Value | Pros 
Mi portion ___| portion | portion | portion 
Le % Sin. % £m. % £m, | % 
afet Bet| 4et 8.0 det 8.0 het ys |. ee 
- 64.6| 5469 | Cet 3166 6262 3202 68.7 | 558 
74.7| 3659 70-8 3607 70,8 | S6s7 | Fied | “Brad 
£10 44.4| 2169 | 42.2 | 218 40.5 | 24.9 | Bee | 17.3 
£20 el} el yal wc yal | sal | ol me 3 
£50 “5 DAP) A 4. \ Dig 4,9 Be Owe | ta 7 
£100 567 Se ees 300 57 | 209 442 202 
£1000 ae coe : ae 04 died} yp a 266 163 
io Ore kee: Pee TL Ce ete ee ce i —— ann sees CSE ve rg Lite pte eS eS aE 
Total | 202.5) 100.0 | 193.2 | 100.0 | 19302 | 10060 | 19448 | 10060 
RETATL TRADES In Februarys 1945 the value of sales in a proup of large stores 


in Sydrey was 6.7 per cent. greater than in Feb,, 1944 (when there 
was one more trading day), In the thrce months ended Feb. the value of sales was 
13.4 per cent. prcater this year than a year ago, when the value was 4.6 per cent. 
less than in DeceFebsy 1942-43, ‘here is some indication of an upward trend in 
retail turnover; compared with a year earlicr successive three monthly moving 
averages ending in cach of the last seven months show inercases in total sales of 
Bot%y TeGiey 7aO%y 6086, Tot%y 110% and 10%. 


The value of stocks (at cost) ncld by these traders was 7e7 per cent. greater 

in Feb,y, 1945 than a year before, the three monthly moving overage in Dece-Feb. at 
+449 por cent, standing hishcr comparcd with the corresponding months of the 
preceding year than for any other recent three monthly period. Notable inoreascs 
in stocks between recent three monthly period. Notable inereascs in stocks between 
Febe, 1944 and Fob,, 1945 were 15,37 in women's wear (including 39% in girls' and 
childrents woar), 244% in boys'wear), 24,4% in boy's weary 246 8% in dress price 
goods, 247% in fanoy goods, and 32.6% in books, stationcry, Ctce Despite the 
inorease in sales of 20.8% stocks of hardware were 494% groater, but, s Por iviy 
months p.st, stocks of boots and shoes (-4,5%) were lower than a year before. 


RETAIL TRAD = GXPERTANCS OF LARGS SYDNEY STORuS. 


Poreentage Inerense (+) or Decrease (-) from corresponding period previous year, 


[ tivo months — 
[ended Febe 


ee — coy tae 


Value of Sales, 


(+) 48 | (+) 55 | (+) Se4 a (+) “ded 


| (4) 2095 | (+) A5et | (+) Zo | 
| om 7,0 -) 17035 | -) 16.5 | i= 25e1 vias 15,3 | om, 276 ~) 2165 
| Qa) anes | Co), 959 | =) 197 | (4) 5h | (=) 1099 | (+) 466 | =) 496 
| +) 5e7 +) 596 | (+) 1026 | (+) Get | (+) 2004 | (+ 6.7 | +) 13.4 ie. 
Value of Stoak, 
| (4) 1005 | (+) 1309 | 1602 | (+) 2465 | (+) 2te4 | (+) 1902 +) 2003 
m) Be) (3) Bet | G+) 19M | (4) B95 | (+) 600 | +) 202 +) 492 
=~) 10.0; (=) Qe | 3 1021 | (=) 128 | =) 1206 | (+) 209 ~) 860 
0 UE DIESCaRS A20  S cl c 


Departments showing the largest increases in sales compared with Febs, 1944 
yore Wonen's Fashion Depts. (257), Women's undorwoor (19%), Building Materiols, 
Tools, etc. (15.2%), General Hardware (23.4%) ard Blectrionl Goods (5001). The 
throc later mentioned reflect the rather limited expansion of house=building, with 
the removal of restrictions upon sale of heating and oooking appliances the major 
factor in the incressed sale of electrical goodse 


-— 6 ~ 
RET/.TL TRADE ~ S/LES BY LARGE SYDNEY STORES, 


Percentage movement from same month in preceding yeare 


+ -| Household 
Women's | Men's & Boys'| Boots & 


Furniture 


Piece and 
_ Goods Wear Wear Shoes Goods Hardware 
(~) 38.5 | (=) 38.5 (~) 1866 | (=) 36.3 | (=) 260 
ees “+) 605 m) 59 ~) 3007 2802 
+ Bo5 +) ed ~) 467 =) 24,5 267 
+) Tat + Sige ae Lab py + Set Bye 
’ 14,4 + 3e5 ~ aly + 0,6 1140 
+) 6.4 +) 10.4 ~) 4.0 -) 32 Oot 
(4) Ae 4 (¥) e3 (*) 8.8 | * 17.6 OF 62 
iz | (+) 508 a Ged | <8) Os 1069 
RETAIL PRICES, Index numbers of Retail Prices ("C" Series) for March Quarter, 


1945 for the Six Capital Cities, for Sydney, and for Five Towns in 
/ NeSeW. (including Sydney) were slightly lower than in the preceeding quarter and the 
corresponding quarter of 1944, The slight fall in the index numbers in Sydney in 
the latest quarter vas due mainly to the effect of reccnt price oontrol orders 
affecting some items of men's clothing, countering a slight inarease in the sost of 
food amd groceries, 


For the Six Capitals the index numbors (weighted average) were 1123 and 1124 
in the first quarters of 1945 and 1944, respectively, and 1126 in Dec. Qre, 1944, 
compared with 1143 (the wartime peak) in June Qu., 1943. Prom Dec.Qre, 1944 to 
March Qre, 1945 deoroases oceurred in Sydney (0.4%), Melbourne (0.5%) ond Hobart 
(0.5%)g there was an inorease of 0.2% in Brisbane and no change inivdelaide and 
Perthe 


INDEX NUMBERS OF RUTAIL PRICES "ALL ITEMS" ("C" SRTGS). 
(Cost of focd, grooerics, housing, clothing and misevllaneous items) 


ee: ‘| i939 | i944 | 1943. 41944, 1945, 
Area. oe cee ee : 
Septe | Mar. | Mar. ig Dece |Mare 
Qre Qre | Qe. | Oret cen ia 
N.S.We | 
Sydnoy 033 | 1018 | 1444 | 1165 | 1165 [1145 | 
Five Towns (wtdeav.) 930 | 10145 | 1137 | 1162 | 1162 | 1139 | 
Australia. 


| 


1420 | 1122 | 1120 — 


lat2a | 1426 | 1123 


| | 
Six Capitals (wtd.av. 916 | 995 | 1119 | 1143 | 
Thirty Towns (" ") ; 914 |} 992 | 1125 | 1140 | 
fe Base: Weighted average in six capital oities; 1925-27 = 1000. 
+ Wartime peake 


a4 
=. 


The course of prices in Sydney during the war period is illustrated by the 
movement in index numbers for: -various component groups of the "411 Items" indox, 
during tho periods up to and since the edoption of the new price stabilisation 
policy in June Qre, 1945, Smil, but significant deorcascs in sane groups during 
the later period indicate the efficacy of the measures pursued to check the former 
upward trond of prices. 
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PERCENTAGE MOVaMaNT IN GROUP INDEX NUMBERS FOR SYDNEY, 


Inerease (+) Decrease (+) 


SE 
| Pood and 
groccries | Rent. 


4 14.5% K 0.3% 
= 3.6% 


Peri ode 


Septe, 1939 to June, 1943 
June 1943 to Mare, 1945 


Clot hinge 


(+) 750.9% 
Os 03% (=) Ae 0% 


Totale 


+) 237% 
+) Oe 02% 


BASIC WAGE 


Rates ruling from the first pay period in May, 1945 (per week) 
RATES. 


are 98s». in Sydney and Melbourne and 93se in cach of the other 
capital cities, The rates show decreases of is. in Sydmy and 
Hobart but are unchanged in Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth. These are 


predominant rates. The rates for N.S,W. Crown Employees remains at 97se per 
weeks 


Be 


PART III, INDUSTRY, TRANSEORT, BIC, 


General. ‘the Australian Aluminium Commission was appointed on April, 27, 19.5, to 


procecd with the establishment of the aluminium indus try in Tasmania on behalf of 
the Commonyvcalth Goverrment. ais 


Coal. Production of coal in N.S.W. in the first quarter of the year was greater 
in 7945 than in 191)., though less than in 1943. Development of open cut mining 
has contributed materially to the recent improvement in output. Published 
particulars of production are as follow:- 


PRODUCTION OF COAL ~ NEW SOUTH WALES. 


*000 tons. 


Northern District. | Southern District! Wes torn District 


Mare |-—-—-— ie 
Under~ Undex~ 
ground. ground 

W9n35| ty956 379 

19)2, 4 Slt, 360 

194.5 1,710 ae 


EMPLOYMENT IN N.S.W. ‘The mmbor of persons in employment in N.S.W. in Februery, 191.5 
,000) was 1,000 greater than in the proceding month and 6,200 greater than in 

February, 19/6 During the month there were gains of 900 males (00 in Government 

employment) and 900 females (Govt. -300, private + 1,200). The goin over the yoar 

wos entirely in males, fenelcos showing 2 decrease of 600 over the twelve months. 

In that period the mmber with private employers increased by 9,500 (including 

6,500 males) and in Govermmont cmploy decreased by 3,300, o gain of 500 men being 

offset by the loss of 3,600 women, 


In February, 194.5, the mmber on private payrolls wes 15,100 groater than In 
July, 194.3, when private employment was at its lowest wartine level. Roleases from 
the Services in implementation of Cabinet docisions on allocation of manpower and 
natural increase are clements in the gain in private employnente 


» NeW SOUT WALES. 


Estinated Salary and Wage Eerners Eaployed (Excluding Rural Workers and Hous chold. Domes tick 
(Ire ludes Civil Construction Corps in N.S.j. 


| FEMALES TOTAL 
° Govt. Govte 
th. State | Private (Ct th. State |Private Ct th. State | Privete 
Local and |Enploy~|Total {Local and | Employ» | Total 
Allicd) « CLS « Allicd) crs . 

*000 1000 000 000 £000 000 
I39eIuly | 13665 19 oy 14.806 116820 | 155.9 5.200 | 69769 
MAeNove |  1hdye3 2340 20105 [2205 | 16763 61266 | 77909 
Dee 41.6 op 23 ol 20309 22763 1698 61h.60 78348 


744. 3—F' Gb « 15607 37102 20703 |2red 19369 580 «0 T1309 


-July 15606 | 52240 1.508 Det | 2909 2 2), 56905 771 9 
Wye One 1526 50244 1.6 66 205.5 [25261 199 e4; 57561 Ted 
Fob, 155.0 [52206 | 47eo2 20505 125207 0-2 57501 | 771503 

| 
? ° 15209 52865 bed W703 {25142 | 1968 | 58209 Tie? 
SSIS a ele mane me ert. I A Sa ea ec am pel ime 
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in Fi ing A February, 191.5, there was an increase of 400 persons employed 
a Cheol rhingi Hong a ths tanding the closing down of some munitions plants. There was 
ee wuaa e Wwinrard trend of females in factories with a gain (probably seasonal) 
sid ps Hs ich offset the reduction of 300 males. Other significant changes were 
es cH 400 in building and construction, 700 in transport and communication and 

(all females) in professional and personal services. 


Factory employment reached a , i 

. y g a peak (314,400) in October, 19.3; sire then it 

ie 9 3 500 (males by 2,500 and fomales by 7,000). A goin of 3,200 mon in 

mS i and construction from the low point of 25,700 in Auveust, 194) is worthy 
note, although the muber remains 25,00 less than in July, 1941. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


ESTIMATED TAL EMPLOYMENT IN MAIN INDUSTRIAL GROUBS. 
Thous ands 5 


cian Ren se Y 

it Transport | ther Profession 

en ; & Retail Commerce jal & Person 
Quarrying | Construct | Communication | Trade & al Services. 


Finarce (b) 


9 39—July Not available. 


Phi -Nove 07 | 7908 | Beh [hte5 Inw6 |19 | 5206 
‘Dec. yi 81.8 Belt 4102 Ldie3 W206 1942! 52 
StSeb 671 8400 14008 | 207 | 3908 | 3604| 2tek| dhe 
| ae a7) Ged 14209 | 2857 | 5605 | 5302] 2005) 150d 
DhdyaJ ane o7 | 8105 11505 | 280 | 3705 | Shot | 206!) bbe 
Febs oF | 8202 11308 | 2802°135765 | Bre2|/ 06) bbe 
Gh. bed ane 07 | 8506 | 400 | 2965 | 3605 | 3507|He7| 46e 
Febe of 8642 Tel | 29 38 ol, | 5508 2 6) 1.608 


(a) Including A.W.C. projects. (b) Including Education, Health, Hotels, 
Restaurants, and Professional and Personal Services (except private 
domes tics). 


BUILDING INDUSTRY. Private building permits granted by local authorities in 
Sydney and suburos in March, 194.5, were for a value of £178,000 compared with 
£159,000 in March, 191, and £191,000 in February, 191.56 Building work to be 
undertaken in N.S.W. on account of Goverrments amounted to £387,000, £256,000 
and, £199,000 in the respective months. 


The value of permits granted and of Goverment buildings authorised or contracted 
for in Now South Wales (as far as recorded) in March Quarter, 1945 was £1, 79 2,000 
which amount was the greatest for any quarter since 194.2 (ine lus ive) excepting only 
March Qre, 1943 (£204 me) and 46 per cent greater thon in Mare Qre, 19bJne 


Private building has increased in both the metropolitan and country areas. In 
the metro fhe valuc in March Qre was greater than in any other since Dec. Qrey 


49,1 and 4. perc ent. greater than in the corresponding quarter of 194),< Pemits 
granted in March Qre 194.5 in 12 country towns (inmeluding Neweastle) exceeded in 
value those of any quarter since the first of 1943 and wore 140 per conte greater 
then in March Qres 19)-)« 


Covermont building projects authorised or contrac ted for averaged £141). Mey 
£1.08 me and £0671 m. per quarter in successive years 1942 to 19). and qnounted to 
£91 | 3000 in ni} arch Qre J 19d de 


It is apparent that the general tendency is for Government building to decrease 
and for private building to inereasc; the relatively high figure for Goverment 
pbuilding in Merch Qre, 194.5 may be attributed to undertakings for the Royal Navy, 
and, therefore, as an ineidentel interruption to the former trend. 
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VALUE OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE BUILDING IN N.S.W. 
(& thousands) 


Sydney and Suburbs Balance of State g Total New South Wales. g 
Perloce ae a SERIE! GEEIMIarReE ee Lowa 
a Le Private Private | Govte | Total 
Year 1940 | 11,718 nyb87 | 2,672 | 79159 
194.3 | 14364 "08 | 4,211 14,719 
49), 4,603 869 | 1,093 | 1,962 
49h.3=DoC Qi. 26h, 138 422 260 
19bMoareQre 357 14.9 215 36), 
Doce Qre 495 258 283 By 
H Ma ® y| i 
fe Oh A ee ee 


¢d For private permits exclusive of unincorporated arcas and all Shires except seven 
semi~urban Shires near Sydneys 


New Housos. Private pemits granted in Sydney and Suburbs in March, 194.5 included 
106 naw houses = the greatest number of any month since January, 19).2 - compared 
with 7, 2 and 18 in March 194.2, 194.3 onc 19)J,, respectively, and 88 in Februscxy, 
191.5. Quarterly comparisons are given in the appended table. In12 towns and 
seven somimurban shires 305 permits wore granted for new houses in March Ure, 1945 = 
the greatest mmber since June Qre, 194.3 - compared with 93 in March Ire; 194), and 
253 in Doce Qrey 19.56 


In the State there were 109 new houses (75 in the metropolis) authorised or 
contracted for on Government account, compared with 1 (1} and 44 (+) in March 19). 
and 194.3 respectively and 52 (5) in February, 194.5. Sirce the present programe 
of Goverment housing projects was initiated, the number of new houses undertaken 
in successive quarters from that ended June, 19, wos 79, ADs 266 and 192, but 
the numbers fall greatly below the State's collocation. 


The grand total of 758 new houses (private ane. sovernment) for March Qres 
194.5, was the highest of any quarter for threo years, but was far from comparcble 
with the average of 2,386 per quarter (private permits only) in the years 1927 to 
1941 « 


NEW HOUSES UNDERTAKEN ON PRIVATE AND GOVE. ACCOUNT. IN N.S.jt. 


| Sydney and Suburbse : | Balance of State J Total, New South ie. load 


| Govite Total _Prinate eat Total. {| Privete | Govts Total 
fear 1940 h Se T1Oi| dep S23 Bee Gg oor | OZOZ 38 110,067 
491.3 2 85 37h 339 rake 57 3A 798 
19,2, YO | 791 677 159 836 4,028 Dog 1,627 
194.3=Dec oQre 4 @ | 95 2 | oo | 112 3 445 
| | 

SopteQre 107 151 258 191 oS | |.) Bap 298 29 Bue 
Dece Qre 11.5 21 356 | 253 oe) 288 378 266 Ghd. 

i | 
4 82 8 | oH 192 5 
SES a sl ald a Oe ae tao 


g Soe note to preceding table, 
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Beside authorising the Rural Bank to make advances for 1,000 new homes (vide 
B.S. 19).5/lnAy Pe 8) the N.S.iv. Goverment has approved of the corstruction of 300 
new houses in the Metropolitan (150) Neweastle (75) and Port Kanble-Bulli (75) 
arcas through Co-operative building societics. It has also allocated 50 cach to 
Ryde Municipal and Newcastle City Councils under the same conditions as those to be 
erected through comoporative building societios.» 


A ballot for occupation of one hundred houses erccted by the State Housing 
Commission in the metropolis was conlucted on May 3, 194.5. Tenders closed on May 2, 
194.5, for erection of 80 houses at Abbotsford, for the Commission, The 
Commonwealth Government has under considcration the question of review of priorities 
with regard to building materials, ctce, in relation to private housing projocts. 


Surplus Amy huts are to be made availeble to State Housing Authoritics with a 
view to their conversion in situ or for removal for the provision of ecmergehcy 
housing. Plans of this character aro already in course of development in the 
Newcastle district. 


LRANSPORT » 


STATE RATLWAYS. A report on tho standardisation of Austr:lian rollway gauges, and 
the modernisation of rolling stock, etc, has boon submitted by the Dircctor. 
General of Land Transporte An ultimate expenditure of £200 m is foreseen of which 
£76 me would be involved to provide arterial lines ani to convert the mein lines 
in South Eastorn States to the & Lt. 85 ine gauge (used in this State) as a 

first stop. 


The N.S.W. reilways carricd more passengers during March, 194.5, than in March 
of any carlier year, but on account of drought, deorcased traffic in war LOOMS y 
and coal restrictions, the quantity of goods and livestock carried was 89 por 
Cent. less than in March, 19d. 


During the nine months ended March, passenger journeys were at a racor level 
but there was a small decrease in goods and livestock carried compared with July 
More, 194.23 or 19)3—JJ6 Gross carnings wore £2.2 m less while working oxponses 
(not including interest, etc.) docreased only £1.93 me Net camings were less 
favourable for the nine months than in any yeer sine 1939440, but were considerably 
greater than in preswor yoarse 


NS.W?. GOVERNMENT RATLWAYS. 


Month of March Nine months ended Marches 


Goods and | Gross Net 


Earnings ¢ 


Passenger 
Journeys 


Hite2 14,31 Thy 225 39 7h.5 
1616 13,0.2 19,925 6y0 25 
17509 1h.»803 254 559 59 553 


4.9682 2619. 6,010 


18802 | 10213 | 239773 | 5p 519 


@ Gross earnings less working expenses, available to pay interest, ctc. 
on Railway loan debte 


GOVERNMENT TRAMS AND ‘BUSES. The Commissiorer for Raad Transport stated recently 
that post-war plans provide for replecement of trans by 'buses in. Newcastle. 
Extended use of motor 'buses in Sydney and suburbs ic also contonploted, 


During March,194.5 (when there was an industrial stoppare for one day) the number 
of passenger journeys wos a little greater than in March, 19), but gross carnings 
declined a little, while workine expenses imrensed and results on working were less 
favourable for the month than in March of any reccnt years 


1 oy 


These services transported 23.6 million more passengers in July-Mare, 191.5 
than in the corresponding period of 19.34, and gross earnings (+£74,000) and 
working expenses (excluding depreciation, interest, etc.) (+68,000) each increased. 
Compared with July-Mar., 1939-0 receipts had increased almost £1m, or by 2.1 per 
cents, but working expenses ihcreased even more (by £leim. or by 38.8 per cent). 


Latterly the tendency has been for working expenses to irerease more rapidly than 
gross carningse 


N.SsWe GOVERNMENT TRAMS AND 'BUSES ~ SYDNEY AND NEWCASTLE. 


Month of March. Nine months ended March. __ 


Year Passenger |Gross | Working 


millions 


19 391.0 


28505 | 34377 557 
1911.2 36009 | 4-907). 671 
19h ul, 5 37700 | eg 95 60}. 
191, 3=L 38605 | 4g 286 1.39 
19)Jpl,.5 h10e1 | by 360 1.5 


x Excluding Depreciation. g Gross carnings less working expenses available 
to pay interest, depreciation, etc, on loan debt. 


MOTOR INDUSTRY. The Ford-Motor Company of Australia (and the Ford Manufacturing 
Company of Australia) is the third organisation to have submitted proposals to 
manufacture motor vehicles in Australia, The proposals are under consideration 


In March, 194.5, motor vehicles registered in New South Wales for the first time 
averaged 52 (7 cars and 45 lorries and vans) por week, compared with 54 (6 and 48) 
and 94 (). and 68) in Fobe, 194.5 and March, 19, respectively. With the exception 
of January, 191.5, the number was the lowest of any month since July, 1943.6 


At 31st March, 1945, there were 296,021 registered vehicles; an increase of 935 
during March, ond of 13,966 compared with the mumber at the end of March, 19). 
At the lntest date there were 15,037 more cars and 10,752 more lorries and vans 
included in the increase of 28,669 vehicles of all kinds from the wartime low point 
reached in July, 1942. The increase has derived in lerge part from the return to 
use of laid-up vehicles, though, in relation to lorries and vans (which in March, 
194.5, exceeded the highest pro-war number by 1,001) new vehicles represent a 
substantial proportion. Latterly, registrations have tended to increase less rapidly 
than during 19).3—lJp. 


MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED IN N.S.W. 


At end of month. 


Cars 
Lorries and Vans 
All Vchiclos 


k Preswer peck,  ¢ Lowest war-time mmber of Carse 


